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Thank You!
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• To all NEDRA Volunteers (leaflets, helping tonight)
• Edenbridge Town Council / Rotary Club / WI for D-Day Tea Events
• Miles Audio Visual 



Who are NEDRA?
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• Too much development for Edenbridge
• Was it a consultation or a done deal?
• Were they talking my language?
• Too much information too little time 

allowed
• Impossible to get the message out to 

everyone



What are NEDRA’s Aims?
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• To listen to and communicate with 
residents about issues facing our 
town

• To challenge the disproportionate 
developments in the Local Plan 
for Edenbridge

• Fight for the infrastructure to 
support proposed large scale 
building plans

• Support initiatives to improve 
services for the community



NEDRA Has a New Website!

5www.nedra.org.uk



NEDRA Agenda 17 July 2024
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• Welcome & Introduction

• Updates from NEDRA (19.00)
₋ Medical Centre 
₋ Policing 
₋ 2040 Plan 
₋ War Memorials 
₋ Southern Water 
₋ Four Elms Site

• Talk: Richard Knox Johnston (19.45)

• Q&A (20.30)

• Networking & Refreshments
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Edenbridge Medical Practice

Very Constructive Meetings!

NEDRA met with the League of 
Friends and the Patient 
Participation Group (PPG) to 
share feedback gathered from 
Edenbridge residents about the 
medical practice.

This included potential ideas and 
solutions (so not just moaning!).

This was presented by the PPG to 
the medical practice.
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Edenbridge Medical Practice

Our Combined Efforts Have Led to Some Positive Changes

• More clarity on extended hours, early morning or evening appointments so that people know about them.

• Clarity on planned closures (NHS policy which they must conform to) and to put a list of these dates and 
times on their website.

• A laptop to show people how to use the AccuRx booking system is being sourced by the PPG, avoiding 5-
10 minutes in the queue if the receptionist does that work.

• Surgery opening hours have been changed from 8am – 6pm to 8am to 6.30pm

• Permission granted for notice boards for the League of Friends and the PPG in the medical centre, so 
people are clear who to contact if they have any issues.

• Feedback box and forms at reception so people can privately feedback their opinions or concerns.
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Edenbridge Medical Practice

Launch of the New Practice Newsletter

• Newsletter every 3-months

• One You a completely free 12-week 
programme: weight, physical health, 
mental wellbeing

• LOF funded the new check-in machine at 
the medical centre which has saved a lot 
of time in the queue

• Thanks to the PPG for working with the 
Medical Practice as they transitioned 
and continue to improve services.
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Policing in Edenbridge

Edenbridge Town Council - Full Council 1 July 2024

As reported by one of our members in attendance at the ETC Council Meeting 1 July: 

A police officer updated the council on progress of policing. He said they had taken their 
eye off the ball in Edenbridge, and they hope to relocate the Police Fast Action Response 
Team from Swanley to Tonbridge, which should reduce the time for a police presence to 
reach Edenbridge. 

Swanley to Edenbridge 29 minutes
Tonbridge to Edenbridge 25 minutes

• The town now has two dedicated beat Officers (PC Kemp and PC Maunsell), this is 
progress!

We will be asking what 
difference this will make
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Policing in Edenbridge

Edenbridge is not in the top 25 areas for antisocial behaviour and violent crime hotspots 
says our Police and Crime Commissioner for Kent, Matthew Scott, in a recent exchange on 
Facebook.

I asked what the strategy is should the 1534 new homes in the 2040 Local Plan go ahead 
in Edenbridge as we don’t really want to become a crime hotspot.

We will be writing a letter to 
ask this question officially.
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Policing in Edenbridge

Before the snap general election was called, we met with Tom 
Tugendhat and spoke to him about some of the core issues NEDRA are 
looking at.

In relation to policing in Edenbridge he said he would be meeting 
with Chief Inspector Elizabeth Jones to discuss this question among 
other things. 

He remembered original discussions when the police station was 
closed in Edenbridge and promises that there would be a permanent 
presence. He was going to follow up on these details.

Now the elections are over we will be following up with him!



2040 Plan
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Where are we in the process?
• Part 1 – 2022
• Part 2 – Regulation 18 -2023/4
• Stage 3 – Regulation 19 – 2024/5



2040 Local Plan
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**The Big News**
Development and Conservation Advisory Committee – 11 July 2024

Regulation 19 Timeline is Delayed

New Timeline

• Regulation 19 (Draft Local Plan) / Consultation – Winter 2024/25
• Submission (before 30 June 2025)
• Examination – 2025/26
• Adoption (before 31 December 2026)

#Caveat – may change again as we have a new government.

• SDC still seeking to understand definition of ‘grey belt’.
• NPPF (National Planning Policy Framework) will change again
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Development and Conservation Advisory Committee – 11 July 2024

Next Steps
• Final draft of 2040 Local Plan going to 

Development and Conservation Advisory 
Committee in December 2024.

• Consultation January / February 2025 
(not over Christmas).

More Work Needed

• Some consultant and agency reports 
only due later in the year.

• Ensuring evidence is robust: flooding, 
transport, AONB and visual impact 
assessments.

• Engagement with infrastructure 
providers cannot progress until final list 
of sites available

2040 Local Plan

• NEDRA will keep you posted as soon as we hear 
more. 

• Take the time to review Regulation 18 now in 
readiness for Regulation 19. 
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Edenbridge War Memorials

The current NPPF (National Planning Policy Framework 2023) recommendation in 
paragraph 204 for the treatment of historic assets is:

“In considering any applications to remove or alter a historic statue, plaque, memorial, 
or monument (whether listed or not), local planning authorities should have regard to 
the importance of their retention in situ and, where appropriate, of explaining their 
historic and social context rather than removal.”

NHS Properties to advise outcome of tender for site

Until this step is completed it is impossible to speculate or consult on where the best 
location for these Memorials should be and no final decision can be made. ETC & NHS 
Properties have promised to consult with stakeholders at the appropriate time which is 
not now.
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Edenbridge War Memorials

• NHS Properties allowed NEDRA to 
visit the site

• The memorials have 24/7 on site 
security and protection

• They are intact BUT they look very 
neglected
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Edenbridge War Memorials

• NEDRA requested: if a small party of local 
volunteers could attend the site monthly to give 
some TLC.

• List at the back of the room, if you would like to 
be part of this please give us your contact details.

• Assurances from Edenbridge Town Council that 
best solution is being sought by all.

• The memorials WILL be accessible for the 
remembrance service.
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Environment - Southern Water Storm Spillages (sewerage overflows)

River Eden: Sewer Storm Overflow Spills
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Four Elms Site

Why is this 
land 
showing? 
More 
houses 
later?

Existing Planning – 340 homes Existing Planning – 443 homes
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Four Elms Site

Flood Zone 2

Flood Zone 2 Proximity *Add where from
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Four Elms Site

Previous S106 (Bray Rd. / Medical Centre)

• Red was KCC land.
• Blue is conservation site and receptor site.
• Yellow are trees with Tree Preservation Orders

SDC Planning Map [GIS interactive] showing Tree 
Preservation Orders
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Four Elms Site

Concerns and Questions

Page 2

“KCC Education would highlight the issue of sustainability of the new school.”

“A 6FE school [NEDRA note 900 pupils] is far more likely to gain approval by 
the DfE. The issue is that KCC would need to query whether a 6FE school is 
going to attract sufficient students to make it financially viable.” 

Page 3

“It would appear that currently, there is insufficient demand for a 6FE school, 
but it is highly likely that this situation will change in the future; particularly 
following publication and implementation of the Sevenoaks Local Plan.”

2021
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Four Elms Site

Concerns and Questions

Page 93

“No decisions can be made until the Local Plan is published, but it is possible 
that the solution lies in Edenbridge where there is a site that could be available 
for a new secondary school. The commissioning of a new school in Edenbridge 
depends on viability of a new school. Currently, there is insufficient demand in 
Edenbridge and its environs to support a new secondary school. If sufficient 
new housing was outlined in the new Local Plan, KCC will again consider 
whether a new school in Edenbridge is viable.”

2024-2028

So, what is the price of the new school?
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Four Elms Site
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Four Elms Site

New proposal from Provision for the Four Elms site. Entails a reconfiguration of our recent 
planning permission granted by Sevenoaks District Council

• Still time to comment on initial consultation until 19 June 2024 

edenbridge@pro-vision.co.uk

• Planning will then be submitted to SDC for full public consultation.

mailto:edenbridge@pro-vision.co.uk
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Save Our Greenbelt

A survey led by Kent Wildlife Trust and Buglife 
which measured the count of squashed bugs on 
number plates showed a 78% decline in ‘bug 
splats’ on number plants across the UK since 

2004 

Conservationists warned the dramatic falls in 
flying insects were a ‘red’ flag’ for the state of 
nature in the UK and could not be ignored”

The decisions made today will impact on 
generations to come.   The question is can we 
save our Greenbelt.  We have here tonight a 
leading advocate for the protection of the 
Greenbelt Richard Knox Johnston, Chair of the 
London Greenbelt Council.
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Meet Our Speaker: Richard Knox-Johnston

Richard was the Councillor for Darwin Ward in the 
London Borough of Bromley in the early 70s.

The Ward was 15 square miles of Green Belt and he 
spent much of his time, as the only ward councillor, 
fighting to protect the Green Belt.

He has been the Chair of CPRE Kent, the 
largest branch in England for 5 years and the Chair of 
the Southeast Region for 6 years.

He is now chair of The London Green Belt Council, an 
organisation representing over 100 organisations in 
the London Green Belt.

He has spoken at many meetings of member 
organisations, helping them to organise campaigns.

If we could please welcome Richard Knox Johnston!



New Edenbridge District Residents’ 
Association

17th July 2024

 Richard Knox-Johnston
Chair

The London Green Belt Council



Agenda

1. Introduction 
2. The London Green Belt Council CIC
3. The Local Plan process
4. Influencing your Local Plan
5. New Government’s signalled changes
6. Questions                   



The London Green Belt 
Council CIC

 



The London Green Belt Council

• 110 organisations in the London Metropolitan Green Belt
• Formed to protect the LMGB
• Produced “Safe Under Us” 
• Published “The accelerating loss of London’s Green Belt - who 

is to blame?” 
• Formed an All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) with CPRE 
• Published “A Positive Vision for London’s Green Belt” 
• Website
• Seminars







Local Plan Process

 



Local Plan Process

Reg 18 – Evidence gathering and early-stage consultation
                - Site selection
Reg 19 – Pre submission publication stage
                - Publish draft plan for consultation
                - Opportunity for making changes
                - If significant changes – further consultation
Reg 22 – Submission of draft LP & independent examination
                - Final draft documents to government
                - Independent Inspector(s) appointed
                - Inquiry hears evidence from anyone who want to give it
                - Evidence/sustainability/soundness
Reg 24 – Inspectors report & recommendation



Influencing your Local Plan
 



Influencing your Councillors' decision

Housing numbers
2 different ways to deviate from the Standard Method (SM) 
• “Advisory starting point”
• Other national policies are applied to provide a different target
• Specific circumstances that challenge the basis on which the 

SM is calculated providing a different starting point
e.g. underlying demographics (Coventry)

• Paras 35 and 61 appear to conflict but the NPPF has to be 
taken as a whole. This is already leading to differing views 
amongst lawyers. Some say para 35 insists SM as a minimum 
whereas para 11 allows a lower target!

• Housing numbers alone not a case for building in the GB  



Influencing your Councillors' decision

Exceptional circumstances

• Must justify loss of GB and evidence
• All other avenues – including densities
• Any other adverse impacts
• Harm could be greater than meeting housing numbers in full
• Only the Councillors can decide on exceptional 

circumstances and they cannot be challenged by the 
Inspector



Guildford 2019 High Court case 
Sir Duncan Ousley

18. The judgment as to whether a plan is sound or not is plainly a 
planning judgment, unlawful only on the basis of general public law 
principles. 
A plan is not to be judged unsound by an Inspector simply because 
there might be a better way of dealing with an issue, or because the 
Inspector would have preferred a different approach, after hearing 
representations. 



Influencing your Councillors' decision

Para 145 positively supports GB
• Places the onus on Councils and Councillors to justify and 

evidence, exceptional circumstances for using GB
• This is supported by para 146 – LPAs must examine all other 

avenues to meet their needs 
• GB cannot be used unless avenues have been exhausted and 

even then, it does not mean they have to release GB. 
• They still have to consider whether “any other adverse 

impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably 
outweigh the benefits, when assessed against this Framework 
as a whole” – “matter of judgement”  



Influencing you Councillors' decision

Para 146
Before concluding that exceptional circumstances exist to 
justify changes to the GB, LPA must demonstrate that it has fully 
examined all other options including: 
• Made as much use as possible of brownfield
• Optimises density of development
• Been informed by discussion with neighbouring LPAs



Influencing you Councillors' decision

Green Belt Review
“It is clear that there is generally no requirement on LAs to 
review or alter GB boundaries, if it would be the only way to 
meet housing need
…and there never has been such a requirement”
• Cost of review
• Not necessary
• Open up opportunities to use the evidence



Influencing you Councillors' decision

Local councillors have the power to:
• Make these important GB decisions
• Make housing numbers calculation
• Decide whether GB is to be required and why
• Whether a GB review is required or not
• Whether there are special circumstances
• Must go through all the proper processes to release GB
• Not to be dictated to by Inspectors



Influencing you Councillors' decision

“Matter of judgement”



What can you do?

• Lobby Councillors
• Lobby your MP
• Form a strong well-organised organisation
• Seek help and advice from those who have succeeded
• Social networking
• Media – press, radio and TV
• Hold further well publicised public meetings
• Fund raise
• Prepare for a JD
• Campaign

                   



Successes

• Tudeley (Capel)
• L B of Redbridge - playing field
• Broke Hill - Knockholt
• Elmbridge – Esher race-course
• Gravesham – sacrificing GB in LP
• Three Rivers – reducing GB loss
• Bracknell - 4,000 houses in GB to finance Chinese Agri centre
• Warning – “The Tandridge effect”

                   



Local Plans in Progress

• Solihull
• Spelthorne
• Elmbridge

                   



New Government suspected 
changes

 



New Government suspected changes

• Urban v rural
• Reintroduction of housing number targets
• Remove the planning barriers for data centres
• Release grey belt (“Poor performing GB”?)
• Review GB boundaries
• Affordable housing 
• On shore windfarms
• Solar farms
• Revised NPPF - consultation

                   



Economic value of the Green Belt

Government policy appears to suggest that countryside has no value
 until it is concreted over

• Value of health & welfare
- mental illness / air quality / relief from heat / access to nature / 
recreation

• Carbon sequestration
• Nature regeneration
• Flood prevention
• Food security
• Regeneration

                   



Questions

 



53
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