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Thank You!
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ÅTo all NEDRA Volunteers (leaflets, helping tonight)
ÅEdenbridge Town Council / Rotary Club / WI for D-Day Tea Events
ÅMiles Audio Visual 



Who are NEDRA?
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¶Too much development for Edenbridge
¶Was it a consultation or a done deal?
¶Were they talking my language?
¶Too much information too little time 

allowed
¶ Impossible to get the message out to 

everyone
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¶To listen to and communicate with 
residents about issues facing our 
town

¶To challenge the disproportionate 
developments in the Local Plan 
for Edenbridge

¶Fight for the infrastructure to 
support proposed large scale 
building plans

¶Support initiatives to improve 
services for the community



NEDRA Has a New Website!

5www.nedra.org.uk



NEDRA Agenda 17 July 2024

6

ÅWelcome & Introduction

ÅUpdates from NEDRA (19.00)
џMedical Centre 
џPolicing 
џ2040 Plan 
џWar Memorials 
џSouthern Water 
џFour Elms Site

ÅTalk: Richard Knox Johnston (19.45)

ÅQ&A (20.30)

ÅNetworking & Refreshments
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Edenbridge Medical Practice

Very Constructive Meetings!

NEDRA met with the League of 
Friends and the Patient 
Participation Group (PPG) to 
share feedback gathered from 
Edenbridge residents about the 
medical practice.

This included potential ideas and 
solutions (so not just moaning!).

This was presented by the PPG to 
the medical practice.
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Edenbridge Medical Practice

Our Combined Efforts Have Led to Some Positive Changes

Å More clarity on extended hours, early morning or evening appointments so that people know about them.

Å Clarity on planned closures (NHS policy which they must conform to) and to put a list of these dates and 
times on their website.

Å A laptop to show people how to use the AccuRx booking system is being sourced by the PPG, avoiding 5-
10 minutes in the queue if the receptionist does that work.

Å Surgery opening hours have been changed from 8am ς 6pm to 8am to 6.30pm

Å Permission granted for notice boards for the League of Friends and the PPG in the medical centre, so 
people are clear who to contact if they have any issues.

Å Feedback box and forms at reception so people can privately feedback their opinions or concerns.
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Edenbridge Medical Practice

Launch of the New Practice Newsletter

ÅNewsletter every 3-months

ÅOne You a completely free 12-week 
programme: weight, physical health, 
mental wellbeing

ÅLOF funded the new check-in machine at 
the medical centre which has saved a lot 
of time in the queue

ÅThanks to the PPG for working with the 
Medical Practice as they transitioned 
and continue to improve services.
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Policing in Edenbridge

Edenbridge Town Council - Full Council 1 July 2024

As reported by one of our members in attendance at the ETC Council Meeting 1 July: 

A police officer updated the council on progress of policing. He said they had taken their 
eye off the ball in Edenbridge, and they hope to relocate the Police Fast Action Response 
Team from Swanley to Tonbridge, which should reduce the time for a police presence to 
reach Edenbridge. 

Swanley to Edenbridge 29 minutes
Tonbridge to Edenbridge 25 minutes

ÅThe town now has two dedicated beat Officers (PC Kemp and PC Maunsell), this is 
progress!

We will be asking what 
difference this will make
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Policing in Edenbridge

Edenbridge is not in the top 25 areas for antisocial behaviour and violent crime hotspots 
says our Police and Crime Commissioner for Kent, Matthew Scott, in a recent exchange on 
Facebook.

I asked what the strategy is should the 1534 new homes in the 2040 Local Plan go ahead 
in Edenbridge as ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜ ƘƻǘǎǇƻǘ.

We will be writing a letter to 
ask this question officially.
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Policing in Edenbridge

Before the snap general election was called, we met with Tom 
Tugendhat and spoke to him about some of the core issues NEDRA are 
looking at.

In relation to policing in Edenbridge he said he would be meeting 
with Chief Inspector Elizabeth Jones to discuss this question among 
other things. 

He remembered original discussions when the police station was 
closed in Edenbridge and promises that there would be a permanent 
presence. He was going to follow up on these details.

Now the elections are over we will be following up with him!



2040 Plan
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Where are we in the process?
ÅPart 1 ς 2022
ÅPart 2 ς Regulation 18 -2023/4
ÅStage 3 ς Regulation 19 ς 2024/5



2040 Local Plan
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**The Big News**
Development and Conservation Advisory Committee ς 11 July 2024

Regulation 19 Timeline is Delayed

New Timeline

ÅRegulation 19 (Draft Local Plan) / Consultation ς Winter 2024/25
ÅSubmission (before 30 June 2025)
ÅExamination ς 2025/26
ÅAdoption (before 31 December 2026)

#Caveat ς may change again as we have a new government.

Å{5/ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψgrey beltΩΦ
ÅNPPF (National Planning Policy Framework) will change again
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Development and Conservation Advisory Committee ς 11 July 2024

Next Steps
ÅFinal draft of 2040 Local Plan going to 

Development and Conservation Advisory 
Committee in December 2024.

ÅConsultation January / February 2025 
(not over Christmas).

More Work Needed

ÅSome consultant and agency reports 
only due later in the year.

ÅEnsuring evidence is robust: flooding, 
transport, AONB and visual impact 
assessments.

ÅEngagement with infrastructure 
providers cannot progress until final list 
of sites available

2040 Local Plan

Å NEDRA will keep you posted as soon as we hear 
more. 

Å Take the time to review Regulation 18 now in 
readiness for Regulation 19. 
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Edenbridge War Memorials

The current NPPF (National Planning Policy Framework 2023) recommendation in 
paragraph 204 for the treatment of historic assets is:

άLƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ƻǊ ŀƭǘŜǊ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǎǘŀǘǳŜΣ ǇƭŀǉǳŜΣ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΣ 
or monument (whether listed or not), local planning authorities should have regard to 
the importance of their retention in situ and, where appropriate, of explaining their 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭΦέ

NHS Properties to advise outcome of tender for site

Until this step is completed it is impossible to speculate or consult on where the best 
location for these Memorials should be and no final decision can be made. ETC & NHS 
Properties have promised to consult with stakeholders at the appropriate time which is 
not now.
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Edenbridge War Memorials

ÅNHS Properties allowed NEDRA to 
visit the site

ÅThe memorials have 24/7 on site 
security and protection

ÅThey are intact BUT they look very 
neglected
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Edenbridge War Memorials

ÅNEDRA requested: if a small party of local 
volunteers could attend the site monthly to give 
some TLC.

ÅList at the back of the room, if you would like to 
be part of this please give us your contact details.

ÅAssurances from Edenbridge Town Council that 
best solution is being sought by all.

ÅThe memorials WILL be accessible for the 
remembrance service.
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Environment - Southern Water Storm Spillages (sewerage overflows)

River Eden: Sewer Storm Overflow Spills
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Four Elms Site

Why is this 
land 
showing? 
More 
houses 
later?

Existing Planning ς 340 homes Existing Planning ς 443 homes
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Four Elms Site

Flood Zone 2

Flood Zone 2 Proximity *Add where from
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Four Elms Site

Previous S106 (Bray Rd. / Medical Centre)

Å Red was KCC land.
Å Blue is conservation site and receptor site.
Å Yellow are trees with Tree Preservation Orders

SDC Planning Map [GIS interactive] showing Tree 
Preservation Orders
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Four Elms Site

Concerns and Questions

Page 2

άY// 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦέ

ά! сC9 ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ώNEDRA note 900 pupils] is far more likely to gain approval by 
the DfE. The issue is that KCC would need to query whether a 6FE school is 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǾƛŀōƭŜΦέ 

Page 3

άLǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ currently, there is insufficient demand for a 6FE school, 
but it is highly likely that this situation will change in the future; particularly 
following publication and implementation of the Sevenoaks Local PlanΦέ

2021
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Four Elms Site

Concerns and Questions

Page 93

άbƻ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ [ƻŎŀƭ tƭŀƴ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 
that the solution lies in Edenbridge where there is a site that could be available 
for a new secondary school. The commissioning of a new school in Edenbridge 
depends on viability of a new school. Currently, there is insufficient demand in 
Edenbridge and its environs to support a new secondary school. If sufficient 
new housing was outlined in the new Local Plan, KCC will again consider 
ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ 9ŘŜƴōǊƛŘƎŜ ƛǎ ǾƛŀōƭŜΦέ

2024-2028

So, what is the price of the new school?
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Four Elms Site
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Four Elms Site

New proposal from Provision for the Four Elms site. Entails a reconfiguration of our recent 
planning permission granted by Sevenoaks District Council

ÅStill time to comment on initial consultation until 19 June 2024 

edenbridge@pro-vision.co.uk

ÅPlanning will then be submitted to SDC for full public consultation.

mailto:edenbridge@pro-vision.co.uk
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Save Our Greenbelt

A survey led by Kent Wildlife Trust and Buglife 
which measured the count of squashed bugs on 
ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǇƭŀǘŜǎ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ŀ ту҈ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ΨōǳƎ 
ǎǇƭŀǘǎΩ ƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ǎƛƴŎŜ 

2004 

Conservationists warned the dramatic falls in 
ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ΨǊŜŘΩ ŦƭŀƎΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 
ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƛƎƴƻǊŜŘέ

The decisions made today will impact on 
generations to come.   The question is can we 
save our Greenbelt.  We have here tonight a 
leading advocate for the protection of the 
Greenbelt Richard Knox Johnston, Chair of the 
London Greenbelt Council.
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Meet Our Speaker: Richard Knox-Johnston

Richard was the Councillor for Darwin Ward in the 
London Borough of Bromley in the early 70s.

The Ward was 15 squaremiles of Green Belt and he 
spent much of his time, as the only ward councillor, 
fighting to protect the Green Belt.

He has been the Chair of CPRE Kent, the 
largestbranch in England for 5 years and the Chair of 
the Southeast Region for 6 years.

He is now chair of The London Green Belt Council, an 
organisation representing over 100 organisations in 
the London Green Belt.

He has spoken at many meetings of member 
organisations, helping them to organise campaigns.

If we could please welcome Richard Knox Johnston!



bŜǿ 9ŘŜƴōǊƛŘƎŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
Association

17th July 2024

 Richard Knox-Johnston
Chair

The London Green Belt Council



Agenda

1. Introduction 
2. The London Green Belt Council CIC
3. The Local Plan process
4. Influencing your Local Plan
5.  ĲƽШ]ŸƻĲƖŰůĲŰƣќƚШƚŔŊŰċũũĲĬШĦőċŰŊĲƚ
6. Questions                    



The London Green Belt 
Council CIC

 



The London Green Belt Council

Å110 organisations in the London Metropolitan Green Belt
ÅFormed to protect the LMGB
ÅÂƖŸĬƨĦĲĬШљÉċŉĲШÖŰĬĲƖШÖƚњШ
ÅÂƨĤũŔƚőĲĬШљÑőĲШċĦĦĲũĲƖċƣŔŰŊШũŸƚƚШŸŉШxŸŰĬŸŰќƚШ]ƖĲĲŰШ7ĲũƣШ- who 
ŔƚШƣŸШĤũċůĲењШ
ÅFormed an All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) with CPRE 
ÅÂƨĤũŔƚőĲĬШљ ШÂŸƚŔƣŔƻĲШéŔƚŔŸŰШŉŸƖШxŸŰĬŸŰќƚШ]ƖĲĲŰШ7ĲũƣњШ
ÅWebsite
ÅSeminars






